
As seedling inspections have rolled in, I have spent a lot of
time out in spring wheat fields. In areas where the drills were
able to find moisture, stands appear uniform and healthy. In
places where the seed went into dry ground, very little rain
appeared to wet the seed zone, and patchy stands with high
weed pressure are the result. Spring and winter wheat fields
are moisture-stressed in dryland areas, as temperatures shot
up as soon as the rain shut off. Winter wheat seed acres are
down compared to last year, as well as compared to the
average. 

Spring crop applications are continuing to roll in — please
ensure those applications are submitted soon. 

- Jake Nelson, Field Program Supervisor

A big thank you to everyone that has gotten their field
inspection applications submitted. We are preparing for our
yearly inspector training and looking forward to a busy
inspection season. This year, there are a few new inspectors and
many of the same familiar faces. And speaking of new faces,
WSCIA has a new Finance Officer, Katie Whetzel. A Palouse
local, Katie has years of bookkeeping experience and is
currently training under Karen. Welcome aboard, Katie!

Foundation seed has a new seed treater that was delivered last
week, which will help speed up and improve the quality of our
seed treatment. Thank you to KSI for delivering our new treater
ahead of schedule! With our rainfall below average this year, I
hope everyone has a good harvest season!

- Aaron Jeschke, WSCIA Manager
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BREEDER SPOTLIGHT

PATRICK HAYES, OSU

Thunder (winter 2-row malt), released 2019. American Barley Association recommended variety.
Popular in South Idaho; in Oregon – a phenomenal crop in Pendleton; a success in Condon. Be
sure to have a contract – Great Western Malting a good place to start. Key issues are storage and
rail to Vancouver, WA. 
Lightning (facultative 2-row malt), released 2020. Not recommended by American Malting
Barley Association due to challenges in malting. If the malting process monitored, makes
excellent malt. Limited commercial production with Skagit Valley Malting and on east coast.
Resistant to a host of diseases. Something to consider if feed or pearling are viable markets. 
Oregon Promise (spring 2-row malt), released 2021. Not recommended by American Malting
Barley Association due to perceived niche status. A high-end glycosidic nitrile zero variety with a
famous parent (Golden Promise). Coming eventually in a fancy whisky you’ll see on the top shelf.
Be sure to have a contract.
Lontra (winter, 2-row malt), released 2023. Not recommended by American Malting Barley
Association due to perceived niche status. A high-end variety with a famous parent (Maris Otter).
Coming to high-end craft beers from a floor maltster to you. Be sure to have a contract.
Successor (spring, 2-row feed), released 2023. Not intended for malting. Intended for dryland
production, where herbicide residue on the soil is an issue for spring barley following Clearfield
wheat. Something to consider if feed or pearling are viable markets. 

RECENT OSU BARLEY PROJECT VARIETIES TO CONSIDER

All varieties can only be planted as a class of certified seed; Requires non-exclusive license to sell
certified class of seed. To purchase a license, contact Denis Sather, OSU Advantage 
 (denis.d.sather@oregonstate.edu | 541-737-8806).

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

For more information on our barley research project, please see the BarleyWorld website
https://barleyworld.org or contact Pat at hayesp@oregonstate.edu | 541-737-5878.

Patrick Hayes is a professor at Oregon State University and runs the OSU
Barley Project. He took time to tell us more about the program and share
some varieties to consider. 

PROGRAM OVERVIEW

The OSU Barley Project seeks to increase the profitability and sustainability
of barley production while simultaneously contributing to the
fundamental body of knowledge. In the process, we seek to train new
generations of students — from kindergarten to PhD. 

Patrick is planning
to retire on January
1, 2024. Please join
us in wishing him
well and thanking
him for his work!

Oregon Promise Lontra
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WASHINGTON STATE CROP IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION 
Washington State Crop Improvement Association, Inc., (WSCIA) is a non-profit organization working with Washington
State University, Oregon State University, Washington State Department of Agriculture, and Washington seed growers
and conditioners to develop, produce and distribute certified seed in order to improve crop yields in Washington.

Working through education, instruction and promotion, WSCIA is the official Washington State agency for foundation
seed and for seed certification of Buckwheat, Chickpea, Field Pea, Lentil, Sorghum, Small Grain and Forest Reproductive
Material. Certification of seed of Grass, Dry Edible Bean and Soybean is conducted by the Washington State Department
of Agriculture.


