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2021—Not soon to be forgo�en!  

2020 provided us with many challenges due 

to COVID-19, and 2021 certainly has 

con nued the trend. As vaccina on rates in 

our state originally soared, but then 

plateaued, we haven’t been able to put the 

threat of COVID completely behind us. Due 

to the uncertain es of what this fall will 

bring, WSCIA has decided to postpone what 

would have been the 2021 annual mee ng, 

in favor of mee ng in November of 2022.  

We know the mee ng is probably the least 

of your worries as crops across the inland 

PNW are suffering from record-se,ng 

drought and high temperatures. While 

many seed produc on acres are irrigated, 

there are an even greater amount of 

dryland acres. Due to crop stresses, we are 

seeing reduced yields and smaller seed 

sizes, but early seed tes ng indicates strong 

germina on and pure seed. 

Making plan ng plans is going to be tough, 

and right now we expect plan ng to drag on 

into the fall as we hope for pre-plant rainfall 

or decide to plant into dry dust in op mis c 

an cipa on of winter precipita on.  

Many farmers will be tempted to save their 

own seed this fall instead of purchasing 

from a local seed dealer. For those who are 

considering seed saving, remember that:  

 Many of the highest-performing 

varie es in the marketplace are only 

available as cer fied seed, and are also 

protected by contracts or single-use 

grower agreements.    (con�nued on p.3) 

Choices, Choices, Choices!  

Where can you go to learn more about the 

varie es available in your area and how 

they perform? One great resource to turn to 

is the WSU Extension Cereal Variety Tes ng 

Program. This program, led by Dr. Clark 

Neely, provides growers and the 

agribusiness industry with comprehensive 

informa on on the 

adapta on and 

performance of 

winter and spring 

wheat and barley 

varie es across the 

different clima c 

regions of eastern 

Washington. Private 

and public breeding programs have the 

opportunity to submit varie es for tes ng, 

and in the 2021 crop year there are entries 

from Washington State University, Oregon 

State University, USDA-ARS, Limagrain 

Cereal Seeds, AgriPro, WestBred, University 

of Idaho, McGregor, and Yield Star Cereals. 

Variety tes ng data from the WSU program 

can be found at smallgrains.wsu.edu/

variety. New in 2021, you can also use the 

WSU Variety Selec�on tool as an app on 

your Android or Apple mobile device! To 

download the app, search WSU Variety 

Selec on in the app store. Within the app 

you can filter the data displayed by crop and 

rainfall zone, and select the factors you 

would like to review, such as 2-year average 

yield and quality ra ng.  

Your local seed dealer of cer fied seed is 

another great resource to seek informa on 

from this fall. There are over 20 seed 

dealers in Washington who are approved to 

condi on cer fied seed, and many others 

who retail seed that has been cer fied by 

these approved plants. Your local seed 

dealer works very hard to offer varie es 

well-suited for your area, so it is important 

to seek recommenda ons from your local 

seedsman.  

Searching for sources of 

Cer�fied Seed?  
Visit washingtoncrop.com and follow the link for  

Seed Source List  
to see applicant sources of seed cer fied by 

WSCIA. Included on this list are seed varie es 

that WSCIA received field inspec on applica ons 

for. It is not guaranteed that the field passed 

inspec on, or that cer fied seed is available. 





  

 

Many breeding programs are hard at work developing cereal varie es for the 

Inland Pacific Northwest. Below you will find informa on about the newest releases 

from AgriPro, Oregon State University, Limagrain Cereal Seeds, and Washington 

State University. Each of these varie es is expected to be available as cer fied seed 

this fall. Contact the listed representa ve if interested in learning more.  

NEW VARIETIES 

AgriPro contact Riley Hille, (509) 347-6165, Riley.Hille@syngenta.com 

AP Iliad, new so? white winter release. Reach epic yield poten al with a medium heading date and 

early finish. AP Iliad is an excellent choice for intermediate- to high-rainfall regions and irrigated 

acres. AP Iliad  llers aggressively with medium height, good stripe rust tolerance, and resistance to 

soil borne mosaic virus. 

 

AP Dynamic, so? white winter wheat, has a strong disease package, including good tolerance to 

ceph stripe, eyespot foot rot, and fusarium crown rot. With good winter hardiness and quick 

emergence, it is well suited for deep-furrow and direct-seeding condi ons in addi on to 

conven onal plan ng. AP Dynamic has medium maturity and height, making it a compe  ve 

choice for your acre. 

 

SY Dayton, so? white winter wheat, was specifically developed for the intermediate- to high 

produc on areas of the PNW. SY Dayton has a stacked pedigree of proven performance. It handles 

stress well and balances high yield poten al with robust disease tolerance and acceptable quality. 

SY Dayton is an excellent complement to earlier maturity varie es. 

 

Barley Project, Oregon State University contact Denis Sather, (541) 737-8806, 

denis.d.sather@oregonstate.edu 

Thunder and Lightning are Oregon State University 2-row barleys. Thunder, a winter, is 

recommended by the American Mal ng Barley Associa on (AMBA). Reports from commercial 

produc on, mal ng and brewing are all excellent. Thunder is best adapted to intensive 

management in irrigated environments. Under high rainfall condi ons, Thunder will require a 

comprehensive fungicide program for disease management. Thunder is suscep ble to pre-harvest 

sprou ng. Lightning, a faculta ve, is not recommended by AMBA: modifica ons to standard 

mal ng protocols may be required to achieve target mal ng quality profiles. The variety has an 

excellent track record of agronomic performance, disease resistance, and resistance to pre-harvest 

sprou ng.  Lightning was bred for fall-plan ng, but it will mature normally under spring-planted 

condi ons. Founda on seed of both varie es is available from the WSCIA for fall plan ng in 2021. 

Both varie es require a non-exclusive license; please contact Denis Sather, OSU.  Thunder and 

Lightning can only be grown and sold as a class of cer fied seed, with a royalty of $0.03/lb. All grain 

harvested must be disposed of by mal ng or feeding, unless permission is obtained - in wri ng - 

from OSU to use the seed for other purposes, including re-plan ng. 

 

Limagrain Cereal Seeds contact Hannah Kammeyer, (503) 519-7075, 

Hannah.kammeyer@limagrain.com 

VI Presto CL+ is one of two new complementary Clearfield Plus op ons.  With improved winter-

hardiness, taller plant height, good stripe rust tolerance and excellent test weight, VI Presto CL+ 

offers an ideal agronomic package for intermediate to low rainfall produc on regions. 

 

VI Voodoo CL+ has the same plant type as UI Magic CL+, but improved yield poten al and stripe 

rust tolerance. One of two complementary new Clearfield Plus op ons, VI Voodoo CL+ has a short 

stature, early maturity and is an ideal fit for growers who have liked UI Magic CL+ over the years, 

but looking to add new gene cs to their farm.  

 

LCS Blackjack offers a comprehensive disease package and excellent yield performance. LCS 

Blackjack has demonstrated excellent tolerance to Stripe Rust, Crown Rot and Strawbreaker 

Footrot, as well as intermediate tolerance to Septoria and C-stripe. In addi on to a defensive 

disease package, LCS Blackjack’s intermediate maturity and strong straw is ideal for top-end yield 

poten al in high rainfall and irrigated produc on zones of the PNW.  



 

 

Washington State University contact Marci Miller, Washington Gene*cs (509) 659-4020, (509) 660-1111, marci@washgene*cs.com 

Sockeye CL+ and Piranha CL+ are two new 2-gene Clearfield lines released by WSU in 2020.  Both of these lines have good winter tolerance, 

good emergence from deep plan ng, very good end-use quality, and broad adaptability.  Both lines have slightly taller plant height 

compared to other lines, and have average maturity.  Disease resistance is very good, with both lines having snow mold tolerance, stripe 

rust resistance, and moderate eyespot foot rot and Ceph stripe tolerance. 

Piranha CL+ has very high yield poten al and broad adaptability across produc on regions.  It has a small yield advantage over Sockeye CL+ 

in the very dry, deep-furrow plan ng regions of the state. Piranha CL+ is suited for produc on in many areas of the PNW, and has stronger 

straw strength than Curiosity CL+. 

Sockeye CL+ also has very high yield poten al and broad adaptability across produc ons regions.  It would be recommended for produc on 

in the intermediate and high rainfall areas of the PNW.  Sockeye CL+ has shown very high end yield poten al in the high rainfall zones of the 

PNW, and even though it has a taller plant height, lodging in these areas has not been noted in small plot trials.  

2021 ANNUAL MEETING POSTPONED:  

SEE YOU IN 2022!  
 

There will be no WSCIA annual mee ng this November due 

to COVID-19 and other uncertain es. The Associa on will 

hold a membership mee ng before the end of the year, 

which will be announced to our members at a later date. 

We look forward to seeing you in 2022!  

NEW VARIETIES continued 

 

2021— con*nued from p. 1 

 Plant Variety Protec on is one of the most common ways 

that varie es are protected, but developers may also use 

patents and/or contracts. Talk with your seed dealer about 

whether you are allowed to save seed of a given variety, as 

they should be familiar with any intellectual property 

protec on that is in place.  

 Agreeing to a single-use agreement can be as simple as 

opening a bag of seed, so be sure to read all tags and 

agreements that come your way!  

 Buying labeled seed—cer fied or not — carries the 

assurance of thorough tes ng and performance guarantee. 

With cer fica on, seed from every field is tested for noxious 

weeds, varietal uniformity, and germina on; all important 

factors when plan ng a seed crop. Saved seed cannot 

provide the same confidence as purchased seed, and seed 

savers bear all the risk associated with poor performance if 

the seed is contaminated or germina on is low. 

Approved Condi�oners of Cer�fied Seed 
Seeking cer fied seed? Check with your local approved 

condi oner for seed of varie es adapted to your area.  

Abbey Farms, Waitsburg: 509-337-8860 

CHS Sun Basin Growers, Connell: 509-234-2641 

Columbia Grain Interna onal, Lind: 509-677-3441 

Columbia Grain Interna onal, Pullman: 509-332-1000 

Fron er Seed Inc, Mesa: 509-430-5400 

Highline Grain Growers Inc., Reardan: 509-796-4141 

Inland Empire Milling, St. John: 509-648-3366 

John L McLean Seed Co, Coulee City: 509-632-5238 

McGregor Seed, Walla Walla: 509-749-2237 

McGregor Seed, Warden: 509-349-8893 

McKay Seed Company, Almira: 509-639-2293 

McKay Seed Company, Rosalia: 509-523-3471 

Northwest Grain Growers, Walla Walla: 509-525-6510 

Pacific Northwest Farmers Co-Op, Colfax: 509-397-4381 

ProGene LLC, Othello: 509-488-3977 

Stateline Processors, Tekoa: 509-284-4101 

Tri State Seed LLC, Connell: 509-234-2500 

Uniontown Co-Op, Uniontown: 509-229-3828 

Wagner Seed Company, Warden: 509-349-8094 



  

 

Helping Bring the Best in Quality: 

Washington State Crop Improvement Association, Inc., is a non
-profit organization working with Washington State University, 
Washington State Department of Agriculture and Washington 
seed growers and conditioners to develop, produce and 
distribute certified seed in order to improve crop yields in the 
state of Washington. WSCIA was incorporated in 1953. It is 
governed by a Board of Directors and an Executive Committee. 
Directors are elected by their county crop improvement 
associations.  
The Association has an active membership of over 300 
members. Anyone (person or organization) interested in 
quality seed in general is encouraged to become a member of 
the Association. Membership in the Association provides the 
member information relative to the seed industry such as new 
developments, technical information, and sources and 
availability of seed, etcetera. 
Washington State Crop Improvement Association, Inc. is 
funded by fees for services rendered and Foundation Seed 
sales. 

Washington State Crop Improvement Assn. 
2575 NE Hopkins Court 
Pullman, WA 99163 
(509) 334-0461 
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