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A WORD FROM THE MANAGER
Today started with the Capitol Press headline “Hottest August on
record for Idaho, Oregon and Washington.”
While this summer did seem warm, it was certainly not like 2021.
So, I am reminded to be thankful for the extended spring, a
bountiful seed crop, and no stress-inducing heat dome like last
year. Like many of you, harvest began late and WSCIA staff are
working quickly to get fields cut, cleaned and samples submitted
to the WSDA Lab. By the time this newsletter publishes, we will
certainly have all foundation productions harvested and be well
into cleaning. A big thanks to everyone on our inspection teams
and WSCIA staff for their hard work and dedication this season.
Also, to the certified seed industry, thank you for utilizing our
certification services and for purchasing foundation seed.
Please join me in acknowledging 46 years of service from Darlene
Hilkin, WSCIA Foundation Seed Office Manager. Darlene started on
a roguing crew in June 1976 and continued to help through the
summer with harvest and cleaning combines. Later that fall when
school started, a position in the Foundation Seed office opened up
and she has been a fundamental part of WSCIA ever since. She has
done a little bit of everything over the 46 years and keeps everyone
in line by threatening retirement. We are very appreciative to have
her on our team! Thank you Darlene!
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FIELD SEASON WRAP
That’s a wrap! With the inspection season (mostly) behind us, it’s time to extend a huge THANK
YOU to our field inspection staff. This year 15 field inspectors managed to cover nearly 66,000
acres. With winter wheat coming ready so close to the spring wheat they faced scheduling
challenges, and several have continued their inspection work despite having returned to their
jobs as teachers. They are a huge part of our success here at WSCIA and are a pleasure to work
with.
I’d also like to thank all our growers and contractors. This field season had its challenges, and
your patience through it all was greatly appreciated.
I have a few reminders as we get into the testing/fall seeding season:
If you are submitting a lot that includes seed from out of state for testing, don’t forget to send
your out of state field inspection reports to Hannah (hannah@washingtoncrop.com).
Bulk Certificates are required to be issued for all bulk sales both in and out of state. Bulk
Certificates can also be used in place of a seed tag for transfers both in and out of state.
New to Bulk Certificates? Find our 2022 Certified Seed Buying Guide on our website
(washingtoncrop.com/seed/seed-buying-guides), and contact Hannah to create your account.
This season we saw some employee turnover in the seed industry. If you are new to your position
or would like a general refresher on Seed Certification, please contact our office!
Thanks again for a great season!
Hannah Sweet, Field Program Manager

WHAT IS CERTIFIED SEED?
Certified seed is produced following internationally recognized requirements that provide the best
possible assurance of high quality seed stocks of known purity and heredity.
Certified seed begins with what's called a Breeder seed. Breeder seed is very limited in amount and
not available in commercial channels. But these premium seeds are the source for the production
of certified seed classes. The three classes of certified seed are:

FOUNDATION SEED

REGISTERED SEED

CERTIFIED SEED

Multiplied from Breeder
or Foundation seed

Progeny of either Breeder
or Foundation seed

Progeny of Foundation /
Registered seed

Grown under supervision
of Foundation Seed
Program

Normally required to
produce Certified seed

Large-volume class sold to
growers for commercial crop

Marked with white tag

Marked with purple tag

Marked with blue tag

NEWS AND EVENTS

Annual Meeting
NOVEMBER 14-15, 2022
Northern Quest Resort & Casino
Airway Heights, WA (near Spokane)

REGISTER TODAY!
$275/person
Visit: www.brownpapertickets.com/event/5557080
or
Go to the Brown Paper Tickets website and search for WSCIA

BOOK YOUR ROOM
Room block available at Northern Quest
Call: 877.871.6772 and use code 23926

Washington and Idaho pesticide credits available | CCA Credits offered

FOUNDATION SEED GROWER HIGHLIGHT

STEVE SMILLIE
Shoutout to Steve Smillie! Steve grew foundation wheat seed
for WSCIA this year, and we are very grateful for his ability and
experience to grow these foundation productions for us!
Steve has been growing winter wheat seed for 30 years, but
he’s been working in agriculture since he was a kid. At 12 he
was working in almonds in California. When his uncle moved
to Washington to farm in 1965, Steve started coming up in the
summer to help. In 1978 Steve started his own farm in Pasco.
When asked why he grows foundation seed, Steve said
WSCIA is easy to work with. Darryl Krause (FSS Operations
Supervisor) really pays attention to productions, and he works
hard like it’s his own farm.
Steve lives in Pasco with his wife Janet. They have four kids
and 12 grandchildren all in the Pacific Northwest.

WASHINGTON STATE CROP IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION
Washington State Crop Improvement Association, Inc., (WSCIA) is a nonprofit organization working with Washington State University, Washington
State Department of Agriculture and Washington seed growers and
conditioners to develop, produce and distribute certified seed in order to
improve crop yields in Washington.
Working through education, instruction and promotion, WSCIA is the
official Washington State agency for foundation seed and for seed
certification of Buckwheat, Chickpea, Field Pea, Lentil, Sorghum, Small
Grain and Forest Reproductive Material. Certification of seed of Grass, Dry
Edible Bean and Soybean is conducted by the Washington State
Department of Agriculture.
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